XVII. MANIFEST DESTINY AND ITS LEGACY (1841 – 1848)
Territorial expansion was a double-edged sword: the addition of new domains raised thorny questions about the status of slavery in the newly acquired territories—questions that would be answered in blood in the Civil War of the 1860s.

A) President Tyler (1841 - 1845)
1. The Accession of “Tyler Too”
a. Orig, Webster & Clay planned to dominate over Harrison, but he died(Tyler becomes prez
b. Maj of Whigs were pro-bank, -tariff, -internal improvemts, but Tyler (who dropped out of Dems b/c he couldn’t stomach Jackson’s dictatorial tactics) was still a Democrat at heart(hampers plans
2. A President Without a Party
a. Whig leaders push many reform bills thru Cong, but must compromise w. Tyler

b. Financial reform( end of independent treasury
c. However, no Bank of the United States
-Cong passed Fiscal Bank bill, and then Fiscal Corporation bill, but Tyler vetoed both.
d. Aggravated, the Whigs expelled Tyler from the party.
e. Tyler signed Tariff of 1842 (protective tariff meant to reverse tariff of 1832)
-The Tariff of 1832 lowered tariff to 20% over pd of 10 yrs.
-Industrial interests & Whig members clamored for protection as tariff levels approached 20%
-Result: Immediate decline in int’l trade
B) President Polk (1845 -1849)
1. Election of 1844: Polk (Dem) v. Clay (Whig)
a. Polk had been Speaker of House for four yrs & governor of TN for two terms
b. Polk promised to protect TX (w/o touching slavery) while Clay straddled the TX issue(defeat
c. In the 1840s & 50s, Ams were intoxicated by the spell of Manifest Destiny(voted Polk
2. Polk’s 4-point plan
a. Lower tariff: SoT Robert Walker reduced 1842 Tariff from 32% to 25%(boom times
b. Restore Independent Treasury dropped by Whigs in 1841
c. Acquire California & Settle Oregon dispute
C) Territorial Disputes with Great Britain
1. …fueled already-present Anglo-Am hatred during the 19th century, caused by:
a. Two Anglo-Am wars & cultural diffs, which sparked 3rd War with England (war of words)
b. Am (to build canals etc)=debtor while Brit=creditor
c. Caroline Affair 1837: Am sympathizers sent supplies to Can insurgents via the Caroline, which was set on fire by Brit, enraging Am public. Protests by Am officials fell on deaf ears.
d. Creole Case 1841: Brit officials offered asylum to rebel slaves who had captured Am ship Creole
2. Maine border disputes were solved by the Webster-Ashburton Treaty 1842
a. Brit wanted to build a road from Halifax seaport to Quebec, running through disputed territory.
b. Aroostook War flared up b/w locals on both sides( Brit sent Lord Ashburton, unofficial diplomat
c. He compromised w. Sec Webster: Brit get road, but Ams get 7/12ths of disputed territory
d. The Caroline Affair was also resolved here.
3. Oregon Country disputes settled in 1846
a. Orig claimed by 4 powers (Sp Rus Eng US); by 1825: Brit & Ams divided by Columbia River
b. Hwvr, Ams outnumbered Brit, who didn’t want to lose OR Country
c. Brit presented Polk w. OR Country up to 49°(reasonable compromise w. no shots fired
D) Territorial Disputes with Mexico Lead to War
1. Texas: Lone Star Republic or Renegade Province?
a. Mexico refused to recognize TX’s independence, threatened war if Am protected it.
b. TX made treaties w. Fr, Holl, Belg & Brit wanted relations w. TX to tear Am apart(election issue
c. Following Dem (expansionist) victory, Tyler signed 1845 resolution to make TX 28th state.

d. Consequently, Mexico recalled minister from Washington.
2. California starts a war
a. Polk wanted to buy CA, but relations w. Mexico were extremely tense due to annexation of TX
b. Rumors Brit to seize CA (agst Monroe Doctrine)( John Slidell sent to buy CA in 1845, rejected
c. Polk ordered Gen Zachary Taylor to Rio Grande( Mex troops attack( Cong declare war
d. Polk claimed that “Am blood [had been shed] upon Am soil,” actually disputed territory
3. The Mexican-American War 1846-1848
a. Santa Anna, dethroned dictator, falsely promised to help Ams if released(actually helped Mex
b. Gen Stephen Kearney captured Santa Fe w. 1,700 troops
c. Gen Zachary Taylor won many victories; “Hero of Buena Vista”( future President
d. Gen Winfield Scott battled up to Mex City by 1847; most distinguished gen b/w rev & civil war
4. Nicholas Trist, chief clerk of State Dpt signed Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (Feb 1848)
a. Confirmed Am title to TX

b. Yielded area stretching westward to OR + ocean (CA included) for $15 mn

c. The treaty was opposed by those who wanted none of Mex & those who wanted all of it
5. The War’s Legacy
a. Am’s total expanse was increased by 1/3 (even greater addition than LA Purchase)
b. Trained officers destined to be leading generals in Civil War

c. Worsened relations b/w US & Latin Am as a whole

d. The acquired Mexican territories proved to be a venomous apple of discord by adding fuel to the flames of the controversial slavery issue, eventually tearing the nation apart in the Civil War.
